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JIM BEAVER: The Character You
Know, The Name You Don't

BY MARC LEEPSON

\f you were a fan of the epic 2004-06 HBO series Deadwood, there’s lit-
tle doubt that you well remember the character who went by the name
of Ellsworth. That grizzled, grumpy prospector appeared in twenty-eight
episodes and morphed from a sketchy codger into one of the series” good
guys. Jim Beaver, the actor who brilliantly played Ellsworth—whom
he once described as “Gabby Hayes with Tourette’s Syndrome”——w'ﬂl
receive VVA'S Excellence in the Arts Award at the Saturday night Awards
Banquet at the 2019 National Convention in Spokane.

Beaver was born in Laramie, Wyoming, and grew up in Trving,
Texas. He joined the U.S. Marine Corps tWO months after graduating
from Fort Worth Christian Academy in 1968. He served with the 1st
Marine Division in Vietnam in 1970-71, most of that time as a radio
operator with the 1st Marine Regiment. Afer his honorable discharge,
Beaver worked a series of jobs, graduated from the University of Cen-
tral Oklahoma, and started appearing on stage first n Dallas and
Louisville, and then in New York.

Beaver moved to Los Angeles in 1983 and since then has made
imore than 130 appearances in movies and TV shows. The films include

Semi-Tough, Silkwood, Sister Act, Magnolia, and Adaptation. He played the part ofa

Vietnam veteran in the great 1989 movie In Country opposite Bruce Willis. Beaver

was the only Vietnam vet who acted in that movie, based on Bobbie Ann Mason’s
novel, that explored the psychological legacy of the war among those who
served—as well as a teen-aged girl whose father perished in the war.

In addition t0 Deadwood, Beaver has appeared in episodes of many
other television shows, including Matlock, Home Improvement, Third
Rock from the Sun, Melrose Place, The X-Files, The West Wing. and That

Seventies Show, as well as a memorable turn as a gun dealer on two

episodes of Breaking Bad.
Then there’s his long-running role as Bobby Singer on all fourteen seasons

of Supernatural, the popular fantasy series on the CW Television Network about

two ghost—bust'mg brothers. Beaver first showed up at the end of the first
season in 2005 and has remained part of the

cast through the current 2018-19 season.
One critic likened Beaver’s Bobby Singer to
Cooter, the good ole boy car mechanic on the
TV show Dukes of Hazard.

Jim Beaver also has written a dozen works
for the stage as well as three books, includ-
ing his highly praised memoir, Life’s That
Way. He told us he was “deeply honored to
receive this award from Vietnam Veterans

of America.”

GENE L WES
NER CLARK.
A Lifetime of Achievment
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